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JUDICIAL LEARNING CENTER- 
RULE OF LAW  

GRADE LEVEL: 6-8 

LESSON DURATION: 1- 90 Minute Block or 
             2- 45 Minute Periods 

Standards: 

SS8.1.1 Explain the rights, duties and 

responsibilities of a United States citizen. 

SS8.1.3 Explain the historical development of the 

United States Constitution and treaties and how 

they have shaped the United States and 

Wyoming Government.  

SS8.1.5 Describe the structures of the United 

States and Wyoming Constitutions (e.g. Articles, 

Bill of Rights, amendments). 
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Relevant Subject Areas: 

• Civics 

• Government 

• History 

Materials Needed: 

• Device with Internet Access (Laptop, Cell Phone, iPad, etc.) 

• “Rule of Law” Video Worksheet (Attached) 

• Pen/Pencil 

• Judicial Learning Center Page: “Rule of Law” (http://jlc.wyo.gov/learn/)  

Lesson objective: 

Students will explain the importance of the Rule of Law and the Declaration of Independence. 

Students will identify and evaluate the role of the United States Constitution and the Judicial 

Branch in safeguarding people’s rights. 

Procedure: 

Bold Font: Directions for teacher 

Regular Font: Dialogue for teacher 

Italics: Answers 
 
1. Introduction: Today and tomorrow, we’re going to learn about the Rule of Law 
 and explore the Judicial Learning Center of Wyoming. We’re going to start by 
 watching a short video clip about the Rule of Law. What do you think “Rule of Law” 
 means? 
 

o Allow students to answer. You may want students to discuss with their 

neighbors first. 
 
2. Pass out copies of the “Rule of Law” Video Sheet.  
 
3. We’re going to watch a video about the Rule of Law. I will stop the video from time 
 to time to ask you questions and give you time to write on your video sheet. Let’s 
 start by reading questions 1-2. 
 

4. Play video. Stop at 1:32 (narrator will say, “And this would lead to chaos” 

 followed by a scream). 

 

o Allow students time to answer questions 1 and 2. 
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5. Let’s talk about your answers to 1 and 2. 

 

o Question 1: Who makes laws? (the government) 

o Good! So, the video says that the government makes laws. Does anyone 

know/remember what branch of the government makes laws? (the Legislative 

branch) 

o So, if the Legislative branch makes laws, which branch of government enforces the 

laws? (The Executive branch - with the United States government, the head of the 

Executive branch is the President. At the state level, the head of the Executive 

branch is a governor.) 

o Who is responsible for interpreting the laws? (the Judicial branch, which is made of 

our court systems) 

o Question 2: What do you think society would be like without laws? Allow students 

to answer. At this time, you may want to introduce the concept of “Anarchy.” 

o Before we started the video, I asked you to think about the Rule of Law means. 

After watching this part of the video, what do you think now? (the Rule of Law 

protects people’s freedoms or rights) 
o Where are some of our freedoms or rights listed? (Bill of Rights - the first 10 

amendments of the United States Constitution, first Article of the Wyoming 
Constitution) 
 

6. Now we’re ready for the second part of the video. Go ahead and read questions 3 
 and 4 to yourself so you know what to listen for. 
 

7. Play video. Stop at 2:30 (narrator will say, “And that leads to tyranny”). 

 
o Allow students time to answer questions 3 and 4. 

 

8. Let’s talk about your answers to 3 and 4. 

 

o Question 3: Why could only having one ruler in charge be a problem? Allow 

students to answer. 

o In the video, the one person in charge was a king. Does anyone know/remember 

what type of government is headed by a king or queen? (a monarchy) 

o Question 4: What do you think tyranny means? Allow students to answer. 

o Let’s go ahead and look up a definition for tyranny online and see how closely it 

matches what you thought. Look up “tyranny” online. Have students compare 

their responses with one or more definitions. 

o Given this definition of tyranny, is it possible for a government ruled by many 

people to be tyrannical? Help students understand that a government - no 

many how many people are in charge - can be tyrannical whenever the rights 

and freedoms of people are suppressed. Help them understand a 

government that is held to the “Rule of Law” prevents tyranny. 
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9. Now we’re ready for the third part of the video. Go ahead and read questions 5 
 through 7 to yourself so you know what to listen for. 
 

10. Play video. Stop at 3:44 (actor will say, “Or being ruled by a tyrannical king”). 

 
o Allow students time to answer questions 5-7. 

 

11. Let’s talk about your answers to 5 through 7. 

 

o Question 5: According to the video, why was the Declaration of Independence 

written? (people were tired of tyranny and being ruled by the King of England) 

o So many people in the 13 colonies were unhappy with how the King of England 

and the British Parliament were ruling the colonies. The British Parliament is the 

law-making body in England. The Declaration of Independence was signed by a 

group of colonial representatives on July 4, 1776. In the Declaration, the colonists 

made the argument that if a ruling government is not just and is violating the rule of 

law, people can break away from the government and form their own. 

o During and immediately after the Revolutionary War, the 13 colonies - which now 

called themselves states - operated under the Articles of Confederation. The 

Articles of Confederation was an agreement between the states, but it did not have 

an executive branch or a judicial branch. Representatives from the new states 

recognized that this form of government was not working well, so they created a 

new document to make a new government that would be governed by the Rule of 

Law. Which takes us to question 6. 

o Question 6: What is the document called that created the new government, which 

we still have today? (the Constitution of the United States of America) 

o Question 7: How does the Constitution start? (We the People) 
o Why do you think that phrase, “We the People” is important? (it means that the 

Constitution was written with the consent and permission of the people. Although 
the Constitution was written by just a few men, the voters of each state had the 
opportunity to vote for or against the Constitution. Eventually, all 13 states voted in 
favor of the Constitution, which makes it truly “We the People.”) 
 

12. Now we’re ready for the third part of the video. Go ahead and read questions 5 
 through 7 to yourself so you know what to listen for. 
 

13. Play to end of video (narrator will say, “Preserve the Rule of Law for all of 

 us,” followed by an “oooh” sound effect). 

 

o Allow students time to answer questions 8. 
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14. Let’s talk about question 8. Then I’ll give you directions for question 9. 

 

o Question 8: According to the video, what are the courts like? (Rule of Law 

superheroes, protecting our rights and freedoms) 
o The courts, which are part of the Judicial Branch, interpret laws. They hear 
cases and protect people's rights. Sometimes an individual’s rights can be violated 
by another person. Sometimes an individual’s rights can be violated by the 
government. If this happens, the courts step in and make a ruling to protect the 
individual. 
 

15. Provide students with guidance for their paragraphs (question 9). Define 

 expectations for length, number of drafts, grading criteria, 

 sharing/publishing work, etc.  
 
 
16. Allow students time to work. Support students to ensure understanding and 
 critical thinking. 
 

17. Closure: Today we learned about the importance of the rule of law. Now, you’ll 

 have the opportunity to explore the Judicial Learning Center’s website and learn 

 more about the Rule of Law. OPTIONAL: Assign one or more of the Judicial 

 Learning Center’s lessons. 
 

Assessment: 

The Attached Worksheet can be used as a formative or summative assessment. Use 

student essays to evaluate student learning. If appropriate, include a summative 

assessment question on the next unit test/quiz to assess learning and retention. 

Possible Extensions: 

Hold a class debate on one or more of the cases.  Divide students into groups based on 

their rulings and have them defend their rulings with the goal of trying to convince other 

students to change their mind. 

 

Plan a visit to the interactive Judicial Learning Center or Wyoming Supreme Court: 

 

2301 Capitol Ave. 

Cheyenne, WY  82002 

Contact: Matt Swift, State Law Librarian 

Wyoming State Law Library 

Phone:  307-777-8549
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Name: __________________________ 

Rule of Law: Video Sheet 

Part 1: Read questions 1-2 BEFORE watching the video. During the video, listen for the answers 

to the questions. Your teacher will stop the video to give you time to write your answers. 
 

1. Who makes laws?  ___________________________________________________________ 
 
2. What do you think society would be like without laws? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________ 

Part 2: Read questions 3-4 BEFORE watching the video. During the video, listen for the answers 

to the questions. Your teacher will stop the video to give you time to write your answers. 
 

3. Why could only having one ruler in charge be a problem? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. What do you think “tyranny” means? _______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Part 3: Read questions 5-7 BEFORE watching the video. During the video, listen for the answers to the 

questions. Your teacher will stop the video to give you time to write your answers. 

5. According to the video, why was the Declaration of Independence written? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

6. After the Revolutionary War, the former colonies needed to organize a government. What is 

the document called that created that government?   

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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7. What are the first three words of that document?   

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Part 4: Read questions 8-9 BEFORE watching the video. During the video, listen for the answers 

to the questions. Your teacher will stop the video to give you time to write your answers. 

8. According to the video, what is the Judicial Branch like?  

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

9. On a separate sheet of paper, write a 2-3 paragraph explanation for why the Rule of Law is so 

important. 
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KEY 
Rule of Law: Video Sheet 

 

Part 1: Read questions 1-2 BEFORE watching the video. During the video, listen for the 
answers to the questions. Your teacher will stop the video to give you time to write your 
answers. 
1. Who makes laws?  the government 
2. What do you think society would be like without laws? answers will vary but should 

reflect an understanding that without law, there would be confusion and chaos 
 

 

Part 2: Read questions 3-4 BEFORE watching the video. During the video, listen for the 
answers to the questions. Your teacher will stop the video to give you time to write your 
answers. 
3. Why could only having one ruler in charge be a problem? that ruler could do 
whatever s/he wanted and rule arbitrarily 
4. What do you think “tyranny” means? answers will vary but should reflect an 
understanding that tyranny is oppressive and cruel 
 

 

Part 3: Read questions 5-7 BEFORE watching the video. During the video, listen for the 
answers to the questions. Your teacher will stop the video to give you time to write your 
answers. 
5. According to the video, why was the Declaration of Independence written? people 
were tired of tyranny and being ruled by the King of England 
6. After the Revolutionary War, the former colonies needed to organize a government. 
What is the document called that created that government? the Constitution 
7. What are the first three words of that document?  We the People 
 

 

Part 4: Read questions 8-9 BEFORE watching the video. During the video, listen for the 
answers to the questions. Your teacher will stop the video to give you time to write your 
answers. 
8. According to the video, what is the Judicial Branch like? superheroes defending 
the Rule of Law 
On a separate sheet of paper, write a 2-3 paragraph explanation for why the Rule of Law is 
so important. Evaluate students according to the expectations you gave them. 


